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ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 935 p.m. un-
til the next Tuesday.

Feqrslatibe Assemblp,
Thursdoy, 9th December, 1897.

Roada and Stroets Closure Bill: Amendment on
l‘e};urh—Aunuul Estimates : in Committec of Supply
—Police Act Awendment  Bill: first reading—
Agriculturnl Tands Puarchase Act Awcudment
Bill: first reading —Paper presented — Adjourn-
ment,

TrE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
AMENDMENT CN RETORT.

The Bill having been reported with
amendments,

Tueg DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) moved, as
an amendment in the schedule, that the
following paragraph be added : —

In the Townsile of Coolgerdic.—All those
portions of Ford Street lying hetween the
north side of King Street and the south side
of Elvira Street, and the north side of Elvira
Street and the south side of ‘loorak Street;
also all that portion of Macdonald Street lying
between a north line drawn from the north-
west corner of Coolgardie Town Lot 1090 and
the west side of Quarry Street produced to
the north side of Macdonald Street.

Put and passed,

Report (with the further amendment)
adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
Consideration of Estimates resumed.
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

(Hon. R. 'W. Pennefather).
Vote—Crown Law Officers, £3,445—
agreed to.
Vote—Supreme Courl, £7,449:

[ASSEMBLY.)

Attorney Ganeral.

Mr. LEARKE: The work of the
Supreme Court had accumulated to a
considerable extent, and the time of the
judpes and officers of the court was fully
occupied. Particularly was this so in the
Registrar’s office, where there was need
for mprovement and more assistance.
The clerks employed had very little space
to work in, and were subject to many
inconveniences. The Registrar was a
pluralist, so far as his duties were
concerned, but not perhaps in regard
to salary. His duties were many and
various, for he was Registrar, Master,
Keeper of Records, Registrar in Bank-
ruptey, Registrar of Joint Stock Com-
panies, Taxing Officar, and goodness only
knew what else. Another Master should
be appomted in the Supreme Court, to
get rid of the present accumulation of
work; also, there should he a taxing
officer appointed, as the business of
taxing the bills of actions devolved now
on the Master of the court, although this
was not work he should be called on to
do, but should be the work of a special
officer. If ataxing officer were nppointed,
he would reguire to be a qualitied man;
and if an extra Master were appointed, or
a Master in Equity, or an assistant
master, it would be found that a great
deal of the formal work now doue in
chambers by the judges might be done
by the Registrar; and in the event of a
particular matter requiring a decision by
the Master, there mught be an appeal to
the judyre in chambers, as was done in
England. For instance, the judges had to
issue formal summonses for attachinent,
also to grant fiats for probate, and all
formal matters which only required a. little
care on the part of a qualified man to see
that the necessary formalities were ob-
served.  All this work could be taken off
the hands of the judges by a Registrar,
or by another Master of the Supreme
Court. The salaries in this departmeni
had not been increased to any perceptible
extent, in this or any previous year. The
time had arrived when this office required
reorganisation, and the work distnibuted
properly.

Me. EWING : The Attorney General
would recognise just as fully as other
legal members of this House the necessity
for making some further provision for
the transaction of the ordinary business
of the Supreme Court; and it should he
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unnecessary to urge upon him that which
he already recognised. If the Attorney
General could get the funds, he would do
all that could possibly be done to relieve
the Court Erom the congestion of business
which existed. All that the member for
Albany had said was perfectly true.

say that he concurred in the remarks
which had been made by the member for
Albany. Before he left office, as Attorney
General, he was looking round for a
suitable officer to recommend for appoint-
ment as toxing officer. There should he
an officer appointed as Master as well.
The present work could not be got
through, especiully the taxation of bills,
which was a sérious mitter-to the public,
with the existing staff.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) : There was no donbt
whatever that at the time when the
present. Master was first appointed, and
for some years afterwards, his duties were
light, and he was able to cope with the
work as it came in.  But within the last
year the duties had hecome so onerous
that it was uiterly impossible for the
Master to keep pace with the work. If
the observations made by the hon. mem-
bers had not been made, he (the Attorney
General) had intended during the recess
to make arrangements for the reorganisa-
tion of the duties in the department. It
was absolutely necessary, in the interests
of justice, that there should be a taxing
officer. An extra master or registrar
should also be appointed, who could
relieve the judges to a considerable
degree.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. TForrest) : There was not the
slightest doubt that what members of the
legal profession hbad said was an
absolute fact. There was great pressure
of husiness in the Supreme Court, and
the time had arrived when more assist-
ance should he given to the Master,
The hon. members who had spoken did
not tell the committeee the reason why
there was such an hmmense amount of
work in connection with taxing bills,
The reason was that members of the
legal profession sent in hills for ten
times, and sometimes fifty thmes, the
value of the services rendered. It was
not the practice, some years ago, fo send
in bills to this extent; but now, members
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of the legal profession thought nothing
of sending in a hill for an enormous
amount, far exceeding the value of the
work rendered, and the Master had to tax
the costs down. The result was that days
were taken up in dealing with a simple

. bill which, it it had been moderately
Me. BURT : It was only necessary to

i officer.

rendered in the first instance, would be
passed in a few minutes by the taxing
His (the Premier’s) idea wus
that a solicitor, who was an officer of the
court, lad no more right to send in au
exorbitunt charge than anyone else. If
anyone else sent him a bLill for services
rendered, which was double, or treble, or
four times, the value of the services per-
formned, he would look upon that person
as dishonest. The Guvermuent were now
asked to provide an extra offiver for the
benefit of those solicitors who sent in ex-
cessive bills. It was a scandal, and if
any but o legal gentleman did this kind
of thing, he would be tabooed and kicked
out of society.

A MEeMBER:
dishonest person.

Tue PREMIER : He should be called
a rogue. No one objected to pay a legal
gentleman o fair charge. There was the
Hainault case the other day, in which
the costs sent in amounted to £1,500.
He had expected they would wncunt to
£100; yet n sum of £160 had been paid
up to the present, and a large wmount
had still to be taxed. It would take the
taxing master nearly a year to tax the
hill of costs, everv item being contested.
This was not as 1t ought to be. The
legal members of the House should try
to do something to put a stop to such
overcharges, which he looked upon as not
honest. When we were asked to provide
more money in order to supply additional
power of tuxing costs, it was time some-
one took the matter up.

Mr. VOSPER: The remarks of the
Premier gave a layman a certain degree
of cowrage to speak on this matter. He
had alwavs considered the whole system
of taxing costs erroneous from its foun-
dation. The iden was thut authority
shonld be given to an officer of the Crown
10 exercise some snpervision over excessive
bills sent in by unserupulons practitioners.
While the intention was good, the effect
of it was thut each practitioner, knowing

He should be called a

* that the items of his hill of costs were

subject to reduction, had a divect induce-
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ment to make his bill heavier than it would
otherwise be; so that this device for
cutting bills down had an opposite effect.
A lawyer should he obliged to prove his
claim in open court, like a storekeeper.
So far from seeing the necessity of ap-
pointing an extra taxing-master, he was of
opinion that the taxing system was of
little use to the public.

Mr. SIMPSON : While having a great
respect for the ideal legal practitioner,
yet when we realised what was the
general opinion to-day about the average
lawyer, there must be “something rotten
in the state of Denmark” Not long ago
he had a bill of costs contaiming such
items as—To receiving and perusing vour
telegram, 6s.8d.; replying to same, 6s.
8d.; and so on. On protesting, he was
agsured that this was the regular profes-
gional charge. He then pointed out that
he had sent no telegram at all. The
grand total of the Dill amounted to
£71; he offered £40 to settle it;
and the reply was, “Make it fifty.”
If a butcher sent in an account on that
principle, it wouold be looked upon as a
fraud. If lawyers would not purify their
own profession, Parliament would have
to deal with it. He was informed that
the growth of this practice of overcharg-
ing wag due to the fact that we had a very
weak taxing-master.

Mr. Ewing: He was a very strong
tasxing-master in the matter of reducing
ills.

Mgr. SIMPSON: It was said the
average man dreaded to go to law, lest he
should be defrauded at every turn.

Mr. MORAN : Were there two scales
of costs recognised in the colony—the
one for the western parts and an-
other for the goldfields? The Attorney
General's officers on the fields recognised a
scale of 25, 50, and in some cases 100 per
cent. higher than that which cbtained
in other parts of the colony. He (M.
Moran) was chorged at this increased
rate; and, when he gave notice of appeal,
he was informed that he could not appeal
because seven days had elapsed smce
judgment had been given. A lawyer
subsequently showed him the difference
hetween the two scales of costs.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
observation of the hon. member was a
very pertinent one, and no doubt it was a
grievance; but, like many other griev-

[ASSEMBLY.)

Altorney General,

ances, if people would endure them, they
must suffer, TIf the hon. member was
charged at an exorbitant rate, he should
have appealed.

Mr. Moran said he was informed that
he could not do it.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAIL: The
Legislature had provided a proper remedy
for this wrong ; and people were supposed
to know what that remedy wuas. Why
had not the proper procedure been fol-
lowed? Tf it was too expensive, then
bring in a Bill to reduce the charges. In
reply to the observation of the member
for Geraldton (Myr. Simpson), that the
present taxing officer was too easy, he
could assure the hon. member that such
was not the case. That officer bore an
excellent veputation in the profession for
the fairness and reasonableness of his
decisions.

M=z. Simpson: It was from the pro-
fession that this report came.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
was alfraid that in those cases where the
hon. member had suffered, he bad brooded
so much over his sufferings that he must
have lost that clear-headedness which he
nsually exhibited.

M=r. SIMPSON said he did not imitate
the Attorney (zeneral, by claiming abse-
lute knowledge of every profession in the
world ; yet with regard to this matter he
consulted some lawyers, and was advised
that the present taxing-master was not
strict enough.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
did not profess to know much of anything
outside of his own profession, and what
he did know he was very diffident about
expressing. But he knew it was very
ensy for a public officer to make enemies,
who would not be backward in expressing
their opinions about him when usked to
do so. It was unfair to repeat such
statements in Parliament. Let a charge
be levelled against a man, and, if it were
proved, we would know how to act.

Mr. MORAN: Would the Attorney
General make a note of his complaint in
reference to the scale of costs chargred on
the goldfields ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tf the
hon. member would give him particulars
of the costs mentioned, he would do all in
his power to remedy the grievance.

Mr. MORAN : It would be distasteful
to pick out an individual case. Would
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the Attorney General ask his subordinates

at Kulgoorlie, for instance, whether they
had any knowledge of two scales of costs
vuling there—one the Supreme Court
scale, and the other the scale agreed upon
by a conclave of lawyers in that town.
He (Mr. Moran) had both scales in his
possession, having been supplied with
them by a leading lawyer in Kalgoorlie.
Mr. LEAKE:
ton (DMr. Simpson) had not, so far as he
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trates allowed it. He now requested the
attention of the Attorney Generul to this
fact.

Mr. MORAN: The last report of the
Queenstand Mines Commission strongly
recommended that laymen should be
allowed to appear tn all cases in wardens'
courts. This principle might well Le

- adopted here.

The member for Gerald-

could gather, made an attuck upon the

present taxing officer. The Premier should
remember that the question in the minds
of the legal members of this House was
one of costs as Tetween party and party,
and not as between solicitor and client.
An ordinary lawyer's hill was seldom
brought before the taxing officer; yet this
was the class of bill referred to by the
Premier. He knew the instance the
Premier had mentioned, and sympathised
with the right hon. gentleman to a certain
extent; but the taxing master ought to
be able to settle that matter in a quarter
of an hour. This extra taxing officer was
necessary for the convenience of the publie,
and his appointment would confer no par-
ticular advantage on the legal profession,
except that their work could be got
through a little more quickly.

Mr. DOHERTY said that, just before
entering the House, he had been shown
a bill of costs from a lawyer at Coolgardie.
meluding such items as *“ Writing tele-
graun, 5s.”

Me. Luake: The question was, what
amount of brain power was required to
give the advice embodied in that tele-
rram 7

Mr. DOHERTY said he did not know

e e ey

that, but there should be some limit to |

charges of this kind.
say, however, that lnwyers on the gold-

should therefore be allowed fo charge a
little more than was permissible in a
centre like Perth.

Mr. WALLACE: In a case which
came before o magistrate in the local
court at Mount Magnet, he was muoleted in
over £9, whereas according to the
schedule of charges puhhsherl in the
Government Gazetle, little more than £4
could he awarded under the circumstances.
His solicitor informed him that this was
a scale of costs agreed upon by the pro-
fession in the dlstuct and that the magis-

It was only fair fo -

Me. Vosrer: It was dome in New
Zealand.

Mr, MORAN: Yes;
mining advocates.

Te ATTORNEY GENERAX: If the
houn. member would give him the particu-
lars referred te, he would do his best to
instruet the magistrates at Kalgootlie, and
wherever such a system prevailed, that
under no circumstances should they coun-
tenance any collusion between lawyers.

Mer. MORAN: Could the Attorney
General inform the comnmittee when
aireuit courts would be established on the
goldfields ¥

Tur Arrorney (GEveralL: The Bill
before the House provided for that.

Mr. MORAN : There was an impression
abrond that there were not sufficient
judges to give effect to the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Government wouid provide the necessary
machinery for working the Bill when it
passed. Whether this would take the
shape of a permanent judge or a tem-
porary commussioner, he did not know at
present.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Officiel Receiver in Bankruplcy
and Curator of Intestaie Eslales, £2,630:

Item—Assistant official receiver:

Tur PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that the word *“ assistant’ be struck
out. The officer should have been des-

they were called

- cribed as an ofticial receiver, there being
ficlds had to suffer many hardships, “and -

no authority to appoint an assistant.

Mr. LEAKE : Was this an altogether
new ¢fficer ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tle
gentleman in question had given much
satisfaction both to the bench and to the
bar. He wasa very c.ap.1ble man, and, so
far, he (the Attorney General) had uothmg
te say except in his favour. The duties of
the office, particularly in bankruptey, had
so incrcased of late that it was impossible
for onc receiver to do the work.

Amendment. (the Premier's) put and
passed,and the vote, as atmended, agreed to.
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Vote— Stipendiary Magistracy, £26,030

Mr. VOSPER: The magistrates at
Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and Kimberley
were receiving £600, £600, and £500 re-
spectively ; and in the estimate of the
Minister of Mines there appeared the
items : Warden, Coolgardie, £750; War-
den, Bast Coolgardie, £65(; and Warden,
Kimberley, £300. Was the warden at
each place identical with the stipendiary
magistrate, and did the one man draw
two salaries ?

Toae ATTORNEY GENERAL: No,
there were two officers at each place.

Mr. MORAN: Did the hon, member
hope to carry this separation of offices
into effect soon ?

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAL: As
soon as possible.

Ttem — Stipendiary Magistrate, Bast
Kimberley :

Mzr. DOHERTY moved that the
amount of this item (£500) be reduced
by £50. He did not think the salary
was too high, but the gentleman who
filled the position was not capable. This
magistrate did all he could to injure the

" trade of the port. One Sunday, when it
was very hot and there was no water
about for cattle to drink, some cattle were
shipped on board a steamer, and the
magistrate fined the master and owners
of the vessel, and detained the ship a day
and a half for the trial. This magistrate
had no knowledge of law, but had been
a merchant all his life. The residents
of the district would be glad to see the
magistrate removed.

Hon. H. W. VENN: A more honour-
able, straightforward and independent
man than the magistrate at East Kim-
berley it would be impossible to find.

Mr. DOHERTY said he was only
attacking the man’s administration, and
not his character.

Hon. HA  W. VENN: It was just
possible that, in carrying out his duties,
a magistrate might at times make a mis-
take, and come into collision with the
residents of a place.

Mz. A. FORREST: The magistrate
at Wyndham was above reproach, and in
the North-West, district he was the most
respected man in the service. He (Mr.
Forrest) was sure that, if the people of
Wyndham were dissatisfied with the
magistrate and the Government were
willing, the magistrate would only be toe

[ASSEMBLY.]
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pleased to leave the district. This magis-
trate would be respected wherever he
went.

Mg. WALLACE: If this magistrate
was incapable, then instead of asking for
reduction of his salary by £50, the
member for North Fremantle should have
asked the department to remove the
officer from the district.

Me. DOHERTY said he only moved
for the reduction to draw attention to the
matter. The man might have the highest
character, but he did not suit the dis-
trict.

Tur PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : The course taken by the hon.
member, in moving, for a reduction, was
perfectly right. The amendment was
moved just to put the remarks in order.
It did not follow that the hon. member
wished to reduce the vote. He (the
Premier) had kuown the magistrate at
Wyndham for a great number of years,
and always considered him an excellent
man. It seemed extraordinary, with this
magistrate’s experience at Roebourne and
Cossack, that any friction should have
arisen with the people at Wyndham.
Such friction was bad for the district.
It was not difficult, as a rule, fora magis-
trate to do just and right and keep on
fair terms with those about him. As to
the trouble about the cattle, he (the
Premier) would not have acted as the
magistrate did, but the magistrate had
the law on his side. In these far-away
places, where water was scarce and live
stock had to he dealt with, officers should
not. be too hard and fast in regard to the
rules of shipping. He did not think the
strictest Sabbatarian would grumble at the
removal of cattle on a Sunday, in these
hot places where water was so scarce.

Mr. MORAN: All hon. members did
not kmow the magistrate, but they knew
the hon. member who had brought forward
this matter, and he was not the man to try
and do another man an injury. The
member for North Fremantle had stated
the facts, and was entitled to be listened to.

Mr. QUINLAN snggested that the
hon. memher should withdraw the ainend-
ment. As to the magistrate referred to,
he could indorse what had Dbeen stated as
to the estimable character of that gentle-
man.

Mr. STMP3ON: When u, member of
the House wus trading with a certain
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district, and the officer stationed there
adminisiered the law properly, there was
a better way of seeking redress than by
bringing the matter up in the House and
asking hon. members to reduce that
officer’s salary. A letter to the Attorney
General might have put the whole thing
right. The remarks which had heen
made in the House had vindicated the
character of the officer.

Mr. DOHERTY asked leave to with-
draw his amendment. So far as the
administration of the law was concerned,
this magistrate had instructed the police
to take action, and had then adjudicated
on the cases.

Mr. Simpson: If that was so, he was
a currupt official,

Mz. DOHERTY : In the case to which
he had drawn attention, the magistrate
nstructed the police to issue a summons,
and then he adjudicated on the case.

Amendment by leave withdrawn, and
the item passed.

Item — Stiperdiary
Northam :

Mr. LEAKE: Was it proposed to
appoint a new magistrate to Northam ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mr. LEAKE: Was it not possible to
work Northam and Newcastle together ?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
present magistrate was attending to
York, Northam, and Newcastle.

Ttem passed.

Item —Clerk to magistrates and local
court at Carnarvon :

Mz. HUBBLE asked that = tropical
allowance he made to this officer, as other
officers similarly situated were given such
allowance.

Tue PREMIER : This officer must be
also the landing waiter at Carnarvon, for
which he received a salary of £40 a
year.

Item passed.

Ttem—Clerk to muagistrates and local
court at Mullewa:

Me. WALLACE asked why provision
had been made for an officer at this place,
as the office had been abolished for some
time.

Tue PREMIER : If there was no
officer to draw the money, it wonld not
be spent.

Ttem passed.

Item—Clerk to magistrates and local
court at Peak Hill:

Magistrate at
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Me. KENNY: This officer received
only &£50 a year, while the clerk at
Katanning received £150, and there were
other clerks of courts at different places re-
ceiving £150 and £160 a year. He wished
to kmow why this distinction was made,

Tre PREMIER.: The clerk at Peak
Hill also held the office of Mining Regis-
trar at £150 a vear,

Ttem passed.

Ttem—Allowances, £1,400 :

Mz. GREGORY asked if some pro-
vision could not be made for a quarter-
sessions court being held for the districts
north of Coolgardie. Persons were put to
great expense in coming to Coolgardie from
such places as Menzies and Lawlers.

Ty ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
time would scon arrive when arrange-
ments would have to be made for a
(uarter-sessions court north of Coolgardie.
He could not say when the court would
be established, but it would be done at
such an early date that public convenience
would not suffer.

Ttem passed.

Other 1tems agreed to, and the vote put
and passed.

Vote—Land Tiiles, £8,265 :

Item—Commissioner :

Mr. GEORGE asked why there was an
increase of £50 in this officer’s salary.

Tz ATTORNEY GENERATL: The
duties of the Commissioner had been
steadily increasing at a great ratio during
the last year. He had a very onerous
and responsible position.  Officers oc-
cupying similar positions in the other
colonies received £1,800 a year. This
was a special office, reguiring special
qualifications ; and we should always en-
deavour to see thatsuch officers were ade-
quately remunerated.

Mr. GEORGE: Last year the gentle-
man occupying that position had been
able to give a considerable amount of time
to other duties. If the work of the office
had increased to the extent mentioned by
the Attorney General, what remuneration
had DLeen given to the ofticer who had done
the work in his absence ?

Tue PREMIER.: Dr. Smith, the Par-
liamentary Draughtsman, acted for the
Commuissioner in his absence. The Com-
missioner was away in Eungland.

Mr. GEORGE said he was referring
to the time the Commissioner was acting
as police magistrate.
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Tue PREMIER: The Commissioner
got nothing for that.

Mr. GEORGE: But when he was
attending to the police court duties, did
his locum tenens receive adequate remunen-
ation ?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member was labouring under a mis-
apprehension. When the Commissioner
of Titles wus asked by the late Attorney
General (Mr Burt) to undertake the
duties of Police Mugistrate in Perth, Mr.
J. C. H. James voluntarily gave his ser-
vices for nothing, and did the work of his
own office after hours.

Mz. LEAKE: If the Goverument had
made any mistake in this instance, it was
in not giving the Commissioner of Titles
more. He had been in the service of the
country for over 23 years; he was a
professional man, and had carried out
with great ability the important duties
uader the Transfer of Land Act. He
had great responsibilities, having charge
of a large fund, the assurance funﬁ;
and considerable professional knowledge
was required to adninister the depart-
ment. He (Mr. Leake) must express
astonishment that the salary of the Com-
missioner was not raised to £300 or £900.
The Commissioner of Titles had, on
several occasions, discharged the impor-
tant duties of a judge and a magistrate,
thus relieving the Government of con-
siderable anxiety, and saving great es-

ense.

Mr. A. FORREST: It was strange
that, whenever the Estimates for this de-
partinent camne before the committee, the
lawyers in the House invariably main-
tained that its officers were badly paid.

Mz. Leake: Who had doneso ?

Mz. A. FORREST: The hon. mem-
ber himself had done it now. He
was  rather startled to hear of the
mereased work which had to be per-
formed by the Comnissioner of Titles.
Everybody knew that the amount of
business done in the Land Titles Office
during the past six months was far less
than it was two years ago. This officer
could go to England for over a year;
could take the police court for months
without pay—which he (Mr. Forrest) was
sorry to learn, because every man wus
worthy of his hire —and then we were
told that the Commissioner was over-
worked, and ought to have a £50 m-
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erease. From one point of view, he was
certainly entitled to 16; because, if he was
worth £700 during last year, when ab-
sent from his office for nine months in
connection with some other department,
it would be well to increase his salary to
£1,000 a year, so that we might get him
to spend eleven wonths in another branch
of the service and one month in his
own.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he held in
his hand the returns from this depart-
ment, from which it appeared that in the
vear 1893 the applications were 22¢; in
1834, 267; in 1895, 361, and 1 1896,
440. It was clear that, during the last
four years, the work of this office had
doubled. It should also be considered
that this was one of the paying offices of
the State.

Mr. A. ForrEesT:
The public.

Mz. ITLLINGWORTH: Of course
the public paid indirectly for all pub-
lic oftices; but they paid directly to this
one in the shape of fees. Moreover, this
officer was a professional man, and held
an office which commanded a much higher
salary in any of the other colonies. A
salary of £750, or even £1,000, was not too
much for this gentleman’s services. Pro-
fessional men were worth more than ordi-
nary officers. 'Would any other barrister
he prepared to give up lus year’s takings
for £750°7

Mer.GEORGE: The member for Albany
{Mr. Leake) had entirely misunderstood
him. He did not want to reduce the
Commissioner's salary. His object was
to point out that, while this officer was
absent in England—on important duties,
no doubt—his work was efficiently done

Who paid for it?

by some subordinate officer. More-
over, the Commuissioner, during the
year now drawing to its close, had

to give a considerable amount of time
to police court duty. His contention was
that the officer who had to carry out the
Commissicner’s duties while that gentle-
man was in England, and when he was
uttending at the police court, should cer-
tainly receive some remuneration from
the Government. If a subordinate officer
in the Atterney General’s departrent
took what might be called an acting-
commissionership, as Dr. Smith was said
to have done, did the Government ntend
to recompense him ?
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Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
gentleman who acted, for a time, as
Commissioner of Titles was temporurily
engaged for the purpose. So far as he
(the Attorney General) knew, this officer
was not in the public service at the time
of his engagement. He had been
temporarily engaged as Parliamentary
Draughtsman, and was subsequently ap-
pointed to act (temporariy) as Com-
missioner of Titles while the Commissioner
was in England. But, for that portion
of this year in which the Commissioner
of Titles devoted some of his time to
the performance of the duties of police
magistrate in Perth, no one had heen
appointed as his locum temens, as the
Commissioner himself &id the work
after hours, and received no remuneration
as police magistrate. This circumstance
ought to be remembered in his favour,
and he (the Attormey (emeral) hoped
next year to be able to prevail upon the
Treasurer to take it into consideration.

Vote put and passed.

Rarwways DeparTMENT (Hon. F. H:
Piesse).

POSTPONEMENT.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said the report issued by this
department having been laid upon the
table of the House, it was not his
mtention te make the customary speech

in review of the operations of the
Railway Department. ‘Were he to
do se, his statement would only

be a recapitulation of the report. He
would of course be very pleased to give
any imformation which might be required
during the discussion of the items. What
he had said with regard to railways
would also apply to public works, both
reports having been presented a liftle
earlier this year than was usual in years
past. There were one or two matters to
which he would like to refer.

Mz. LEAKE: Before the hon. gentle-
man addressed the committee in reference
to his departinents, it would be better to
wail until the Auditor General’s report
was before them. It would he more
convenient to take the Crown Lands and
Education Departments first, and post-
pone the discussion of the Railways and
‘Works, as there would probably be but
little discussion on the former depart-
ments, and a great deal on the latter.
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He threw this out as a suggestion, with
a view of expediting business.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Seeing that
the expenditure of oune-half of the
revenue of this conntry was in the
hands of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and Director of Public Works,
the committee were surely entifled to a
statement from the Minister of a very
clear and decided character, such as he
gave very ably last year, in uccordance
with precedent. It was not enough to
lay reports on the table. In respect of
large spending departments such as these,
Parliument was entitled to a statement
from fhe Minister, by which a great
saving of time would be effected.

Mr. QUINLAN: It was rather sui-
prising o0 hear the member for Central
Mnrchison speak of saving the time of
the House. All the talking had been on
the Oppositien side during this session, at
any rate:

Mg. SBimprson : All the brains, too.

Me. QUINLAN said he did not know
about the brains. He preferred fo rend
the reports, which gave fuller and ¢learer
information than could be derived from a
speech.

M. GEORGE : The member for Tood-
yay (Mr. Quinlan) might bave spared
the committee the homily with which he
had favoured them. Members had a right
to expect from the Minister a statement
of his views, in his own words, on the
working of his department. Printed re-
ports were all very well for the purpose
of pointing an argnment or directing an
attack; but they were but dead ashes,
dravn up, possibly, for the purpose of
setting mastters in as colourless a light as
possible, so that dubious items might
escape the attention of members. He
trusted that the Minister would not take
any remarks made by the Opposition as
a personal attack on himself. Since he
had been in office, the Opposition had
been ouly toc anxious to assist him in
every possible way; but they would like
to hear his own views on the figures his
officers had prepared,

'ae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS said he, and the Government also,
were quite willing to adopt the suggestion
of the member for Albany (Mr. Leake),
and postpone the consideration of the
Railways estimates o little longer. He had
been anxious to make the usual statement
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in regard to the working of his depart-
ments, but had understood that it was
the general wish of the committee to pro-
ceed with the business. Most members
would agree that exceptionally rapid pro-
gress had been made with the Estimates;
and, although it had been his inten-
tiou to prepare a statement similar to
that which he had made last year—
and he had mentioned this to the
Premier—he had been under the impres-
sion that he could give to-night, in about
half-an-hour, a recapitulation of the busi-
ness of his departments during the
yoar, which, coupled with the printed
reports already presented, would have been
satisfactory to the committee. But in
accordance with the desire which had
been expressed, he would deal with each
department separately—with the Rail-
ways in one statement and with the
Works in another. He would have to ask
the committee to bear with him, however,
for perhaps an hour and a half, as he would
not take the matter up in a half-hearted
manner. He was perfectly ready to give
all the information he could, and to court
all the inguiry that might be necessary
into the working of the departments, and
was willing to have the matter postponed
until after the consideration of the other
Estimates.

Mr. LEAEKE moved that the Esti-
mates of Department No. VIII, Con-
migsioner of Railways, be postponed until
after the consideration of the other Esti-
mates.

Put and passed, and the Railways
Estimates postponed accordingly.

Crowyn Lanps DeparTmEsT {Commis-
sioner, Hon. G. Throssell}.

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £62,694—
agreed to.

Vote-——Fisheries, £2,412 :

Mr. GEORGE asked what was the
meaning of the item * Chief Inspector, 6
months, £385,” and later on * Subsist-
ence Allowance, Chief Inspector, 6 months,
£182." Had the services of this officer
been dispensed with? If so, was it the
intention of the department to appoint
another gentleman to carry on these im-
portant duties ?

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: The permanent appointment
had not been given to this officer yet; he '
was only, so to speak, on trial, and he ,
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had been given a six months’ engage-
ment. It was not certain whether the
gentleman would accept the permanent
appointment.

Yote put and passed.

Vote— Woods and Forests, £3,880

Mr. GEORGE asked if it was intended
to introduce a Bill this session to deal
more fully with the regulation of the
forests for preservation purposes und the
cutting of timber. TLast session a Bill
was introduced to deal with the timber
industry, which contained provisions
which were inimical to the best inlerests
of men with small capital. This Bill was
thrown out, but he was given to under-
gtand.that, during the recess, regulations
almost identical with the provisions laid
down in the Bill were gazetted and
were now practically the law of the
land.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: It was the intention of the
Government to introduce a Bill dealing
fully with the timber industry. As to the
regulations; it was found necessary, in the
absence of an Act of Parliament, that
some vegulations should be provided,
dealing with the cutting of timber pending
the passage of a Bill through Parliament.
He proposed to introduce a Bill within the
coming week.

GEQRGE asked whether the
limited number of forest rangers were
able to thoroughly carry out the duties
which the department required of them.
There were only three rangers, and they
had to deal with 300,000 or 400,000 miles
of forests.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: The number of foresters was
not, sufficient, but he hoped, under the
new order of things, to be able to make
additional appointments. The foresters
now in the department were good men.
The Conservator of Forests had impressed
upon him the necessity of having ad-
ditional foresters appointed. As to the
Timber Bill, he had taken a good deal of
trouble with it, and, while a good many
provisions were on the lines of the
last Bill, some provisions were very dif-
ferent.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Inspection of Stock, £6,029—
agreed to.

Vote—Agricultural Bank, £1,385—
agreed to,



Annual Ertvmales :

Mrives DeparTMENT (Minister, Hon. E. |
H. Wittenonm, Tegislative Couneil).

Vote—Mines, £110,085 1s. 8d.:

Mz. GREGORY: There was a very
large item in this estimate for public
batteries. This question had been for a
long time before the House, and some
idca should be given as to how these
batteries were going to be distributed over
the country, and what system it was in-
tended to adopt as to finding out the best
places for the erection of these hatteries.
He hoped the usual red-tapism would not
be brought into this matter. This new
system of public batteries should be placed
on a sound basis. He hoped that the
Government would not allow any political
influence to be used as to the location of
these public batteries. The inspectors of
mines and the wardens should say where
the hatteries should be erected. Great
difficulties had Theen experienced by
prospectors, who had applied for a
lease and paid the survey fees, in getting
a refund of the money. Immediately it
was decided whom the lease should be
granted to, the other applicants should
have their money returned without delay.
He wished to impress upon the Govern-
ment the advisability of wardens travelling
through their mining centres, and hold-
ing courts very frequently. There was
an amount on the Estimates for travelling
expenses for wardens, but he did not
know whether it was suflicient to enable
the warden to travel through the mining
centres and hold courts. A warden
should travel through every centre where
there were over 100 inbabitants. No
mention was made on the Estimates for
advertising the mining industry to a
greater extent than was done at the
present time. In New Zealand the
Government issued a document every
month, and it did a great deal of good,
and was looked upon as authenticated,
coming from the Government. He would
like to see something similar adopted in
this country. The Mining Department
should be worked on the same lines
as the Agrienltural Department. With
regard to the agricultural industry,
there was a gentleman at the head of the
departinent. who had his heart and soul
in his work, and who did everything in
his power to assist agriculturists. Most
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people would admit, however, that the
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Minister of Mines had not that sympathy
with the ining industry that he had with
the agriculturists and pastoralists. It was
hoped that when the Government reorga-
nised the department they would appoint
some member of the Assembly to the
position of Minister of Mines. Several
nmining inspectors had been appointed
lately, but it was absolutely necessary to
have at least one inspector for each gold-
field. When an accident oceurred in o
mine, a practical man should immediately
be sent to inspect it. Working men, and
even leascholders to a certain extent,
required protection. The reports of
wardens here, who were seldom practical
men, could not be relied upon to the same
extent as those of competent inspectors.
No provision was made in the Estimates
for rewards for the discovery of new reefs.
1t was to be hoped that the Mining Com-
mission would recommend the inclusion
of such provision in the new Mining Act.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : In regard to public crushers,
the Government had recommended the
committee to devote a sum of money to
that purpose, and had already taken
action by sending an experienced man—a
specialist selected by the DMinister of
Mines —to visit the various goldfields and
report as to the best sites for the erection
of the batteries. As soon as the vote was
passed, steps wonld at once be taken to
carry out the scheme, and the Grovern-
ment would try to select the best places
for the erection of the crushers. He
would be very glad indeed if the matter
could be entirely removed from political
control, for he expected that the members
of this House would have a great deal to
say about it, many of them having spoken
to him already with regard to the great
necessity for Datteries on their gold-
fields. They generally asked for two in
each district. Tf that was what was
meant by removing the matter from
political contrel, he did not know how
the scheme was to be carried out. If the
project were a success it wowld be all
right; if, on the other hand, it was a
failure, or cost a great deal of money,
neither the Govermment nor the House
would be satisfied. The department
might, make some mistakes, but would do
the best in their power. The Minister of
Mines was taking an interest in the
matter, and it would not be long before
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he made a starf.
so much in the cost of o battery or in the
cost of its crection, but in the fact that a
suficient supply of water had to be
found before the erection of the hattery
was commenced. It would not do to
follow the example of some private
speculators, who put up a battery first
and then failed to find the water. His
first experience of mining in the Central
Murchison was when he was taken to see
a battery close to the town of Cue. The
battery was there, but they had been
sinking for water and had not found

any. The company did not con-
tinue the work, and the machinery
wag removed and sold for a mere
song. We must be certain we could

get water before putting up the machi-
nery. Oue great difficudty staring them
in the face was the danger of interfering
with vested interests, and demaunds for
batteries seemed to be just us strong from
places where there were private crushers
already as from those where there were
none. It was said that the managers of
the present batteries were extortionate in
their charges.

A MewmsER:
dividends.

Tar PREMIER: Quite so. These
people said they were charging 30s. a ton
for ounce stuff. Qunce stuff ought cer-
tainly to stand 30s. He had asked the
question whether they were maling any
money, and gathered they were not ; so it
did notseem tobe a very profitable business
even when the charges were extortionate.
He did not want to wnterfere with people
who had sunk their money in the enter-
prise. He wanted to erect batteries
where there were none at present. Next
session he would be able to report to the
House the result of the first attempt, and
he could only hope that it would be al-
together satisfactory.

Me. Greaory: Did this vote allow the
Government to subsidise a company of
prospectors who were willing to provide a
certain sum of money for the erection of
a battery P

They could not pay
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The difficulty lay, not -
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battery, was not a bad one; but that was

. not the idea the committee had in view in

Tue PREMIER. : This was a vote en- |

trusted to the Government, and the Gov-
ernment. were responsible for its expendi-
ture. These were to be Governmnent
batteries. The idea of the hon. member,
that the Government should lend people
some moiey to assist them to erect a

. never see it.

voting this money. They would be public
batteries erected by, and under the con-
trol of, the Government. In regard to
certain fees, in all probability the matter
would not be so troublesome in the future
as it had been in the past. The large
amount of money received from survey
fees had rendered it necessary to take a
different course from that adopted at first.
Something like £50,000was received in one
year. Formerly these moneys were left
in the hands of the wardens, to becarried
to revenue so soon as the lease was
approved, or to be refunded by them in
the event of refunds Dheing necessary.
That plan might have been expeditions,
but 1t led to an immense amount of
troubly, and was not at all satisfactory.
In the carly days of Coolgardie all knew
the difficuliy experienced in keeping con-
trol of the moneys, and a plan was then
instituted in accordance with our Audit
Act by which all moneys received from
any source were paid into the general
revenue of the country at the Treasury.
Then, if refunds were required, they
were made by the Treasury. ‘The fecs,
of course, were not permanently taken
into the receipts of revenue, but, as
the surveys were passed and the fees
became payable to the Treasury, they
were credited to the general revenue and
refunds were paid out of the same
account. Any delays complained of arose
from the fact that those requiring
refunds were not very expeditions in
applying for them, and perhaps did
not kmow very well how to do it.
The money, however, would certainly be
repaid ; it was in gafe hands, and there
was no chance of their losing it. In
regard to the wardens’ courts, the law
provided that a warden could hold a
court where he liked, so long as all the
parties were agreeable. But for ordinary
purposes, unless a warden's court were
gazetted and had jwisdiction over a cer-
tain area, difficulties might arise.  Take
a case of the warden’s court at Niagara,
Uuless that court had a certain area over
which to exercise its jurisdiction, therve
might be some difficulty with regard to
notices. A man in Menzies might give a
notice affesting a claim somewhere in
Niagarn, and the person affected might
Tach warden's conrt had a
L ]
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definite district, and all notices with
regard to leuses, elc., within that aven,
had to be given in that court. Every

{9 DEcEMBER, 1897.]

warden’s court, in fact, represented a -

little woldfield of its own; it had its
own officers, its registrar, its set of
baooks, and its records. There was
nothing to prevent one warden hav.
ing two fields, or a dozen if he could do
the work; but each cowrt mnust have a
definite district, and its own registrar and
records. He was aware thatsuch a system
was not adopted in regard to local courts
in the colony, which the Crown managed
to hold throughout :the country without

assigning-to them -definite distrists ; -but, -

in regard to the goldfields, such a system

had heen found to be altogether imprac- -

ticable. If more wardens’ courts were
yeqguired, new districts would have to he
defined. No doubt, in some ecases, it
would be convenient to do that. With
regard toadvertising the mining industry,
he would bring that matter under the
notice of the Minister of Mines, though
he expected that gentleman had already
done a good deal n that divection. He
had published monthly returns of gold;
but, as this became an older and more
important gold-producing  conntry, we
svould have to advertise our resources
to o greater extent than we were doing
at. present. At the same time, we
were not hiding the extent of our gold
production under a bushel. He (the
Premier) telegraphed it all over the world,
and spoke about it at every convenient
opportunity. The fact of the Minister of
Mines not being in this House was no
doubtan important matter; but it would be
impossible to have all the Ministers in the
Assembly. There must be one Minister
at least I another place; and, althongh
it might be possible to have some other
Minister than the Minister of Mines in the
other House, it was not always easy todo
exactly what we desired in such a matter.
It was rather difficult to get a Minister
who could conduct the affairs in the Upper
House single-handed. It was difficult for
one man to introduce all the Bills and to
give cxplanations of everything. The
question of inspectors was also very
important; but there were a good many
inspectors already. From what he conld
see, the inspectors were an expensive lot
of people, and perhaps we might be able
to manage the business at less cost. In this

-not know where we would got -to.
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year's Estunates he had struck out a good
many allowanees for mspecturs’ residences:
m fact, an inspector on the goldfields
seemed to be almost as good as a warden.
Without knowing what kind of people we
bad as inspectors om those fields, yet,
from what he could gather, they wanted
a good deal of luxury, and cost a con-
giderable sum of money. He was in
favour of giving up this plan of building
expensive residences for these people.
We had at Coolgardie at the present time
a large nuber of residences for officials.
He did not object to & warden or a magis-
trate having a vesidence; but when it
caane -to giving residences to all theother
officials, including the inspectors, he did
It
would take all the revenue of the country,
If we wanted to give a man a residence,
it would be better to let him have an
allowance. When a residence was pro-
vided, we never heard the last of it.
People who got houses for nothing
were very extravagant, and were con-
tinually erying out for repairs and
aiterations. It had come to be acknow-
ledged that wardens and magistrates
should have rcsidences; but inspectors
of mines should either build their own
houses or live under canvas, for a while
at any mte. With regard to the voie
generally, members would notice .that
this year's expenditure was not so large
as last year's; £112,000 spent last year,
and £110,000 for this. It must be
remembered that there was £30,000 for

public batteries this year which was not

on lnst vear's Estimates. Then there was
£40,000 spent last year in survey fees.
This money, of cowrse, was provided by
the people, and the Government only
expended the amount received in fees.
This vear there had not been so much
surveying, as fewer leases had been taken
up. If there was any other information
he could give with regard to this vote, he
would be glad to do so.

Me. GEoRGE: Was the Premier gunite
sure of the accuracy of this estimate?

Tex PREMIER: Yes; it was all
right, so far as he knew.

Mr. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-
man had pointed out that the expenditure
last year was £112,463, and that this
year 1t was £110,085, of which £30,000
was for -public batteries. But it would
be observed that, though the vevenue of
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tlus department was expected to fall about
£87,000 in this current year, the actual
expenditure inconnection with salaries and
allowances was, if anything, more than it
was last year. For instance, for tem.-
porary clerical assistance and draftsmen,
the expenditure last year was £4,253 12s.
3d.; this year it was estimated at £700,
so that there was a difference of £3,553 to
go against public batteries. Again, the
survey of leases, areas, etc., cost £45,074
last year, and the expenditure for the
current year was estimated at £20,000,
leaving a further difference to go against
the £30,000 for public batteries. Then
in the item “ Incidental expenses”
and in other items, less amounts were to
be expended; and the total saved on
these items was £37,000, which was
to go against the £30,000 which had
been added for public batteries. This
proved his point, namely, that whereas
the work of the department was adniitted
to be considerably less this year, the
expenditure had gone up very materially;
and he pointed out these matters to
emphasise the fact that the department
had not exercised sufficient care in cutting
its coat according to its cloth, as a man
would bhave to do in his own private
business.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: One of the
anomalies of this department was the
decreased estimate of income with an in-
creased estimate of expenditure. Whena
Minister sent estimates of that kind to
the Honse, there ought fo be some
reasou given for the increased expenditure.
If a commercial man found his business
failing, he reduced his expenditure, and
so it should be with a Government
department. He desired to point out
that the discoverer of the Cune goldfield had
never heen paid any reward. In the case
of Lawler, who discovered the Lawler’s
field, 200 miles away from any other
goldfield, he understood the Treasurer
wag going to do something for him. Tt
was hoped the Government would give the
man a goed round sum.  Returning to
the question of public batieries, he
desired fo impress on the Government
the necessity for the greatest care in the
erection of these batteries. It had been
suggested that, as far as possible, the
Governnient should arrange for the con-
struction of the batteries within the
colony ; aut least, a price could be
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obtained within the colony. If once a
foundry was established here, 1t could
deal with the machinery belonging to
the great mining industry, or some well-
known firm m the other colonmies might be
induced to come and start a branch here,
if tenders were invited for the supply of
batteries in the colony. Ifanything hap-
pened to any mining machinery at the
present time, the owner had to send to
the other colonies to replace the broken
portion, except those portions that could
be manufactured by the well-known firm
of Messrs. George and Co. It would be
a step in the right direction if the House
could induce the Grovernment to call for
tenders for these batteries in the colony,
and the hon. member for the Murray
might become the successful tenderer,
which would recoup lim to some extent
for the loss he had sustained by the re-
moval of the duty from machinery some
couple of sessions ago. If we could get
the batteries in the colony at a reasonable
price it would be a very good thing. He
wished to draw attention to the necessity
for the Government taking the utmost
care in starting these batteries. If the
first two or three batteries were a failure,
then the whole thing would be crushed
from the day of its inception. If
they got imcompetent men to run
the first battery or two, the whole
thing would get into disrepute. There
should be great care in the selection
of the machinery and of the men to
take charge of it. Wherever hatteries
were placed, we wanted men of judg-
ment, not only to see the batteries were
properly evected and in the right place,
but that the proper kind of gold-saving
maochinery was selected.  What might
suit in cne locality might not suit in
ancther. He wished to impress upon the
Government that great care must be
taken in the inception of this work, and
he also wished to impress on the Govern-
ment the necessity of taking a stand from
the first in this direction. If the Govern-
ment gave first-clags work, they must he
paid properly for it. Public batteries
were not. to be given as charitable insti-
tutions. The Government should not. want
to make any profit out of these butteries,
but should expect to cover the cost of
working them, and if the hatteries were
properly managed they would cover their
cost.
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Mi. VOSPER mdorsed the remarks
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of the hon. member for Central Murchi- .

son.  He would like to say that he was
one of the first in the colony to advocate
the idea of public batteries.
ment must look at this system of public
hatteries with a great deal of caution.
The svstem could only be looked upon as
a gigantic experiment, aml unless there
was care in the early stages of the work

The Govern- ¢

the whole thing might beagreat failnre. He

nnderstood that already the Government
had been sending out inspeetors to choose
loculities for these batteries. bui the in-
spectors had been sent to variouns dis-
tricts at the will of the Minister, or at
the caprice of the inspectors themselves.
An inspector shonld be sent to each
goldfield with u view of inspecting every
portion of the field. The Government
must choose gnly snch places as wonld
recoup the outlay the Government were
put to.  As to the increase of expenditure
m the Mines Department and the decrease
of revenue, he would like to point ouf that
one of the causes of the high revenue last
vear was that numbers of temporary
survevs were made, and survey fees
were paid on munbers of leases that
were taken up, not with the object
of trving to obtain gold from the
leases, but with the object of trying to
obtain gold from people’s pockets. The
decrease in this revenue was a good sign.
It showed that mining people were con-
fining their enterprise to mines that were
likely to pay. If there was a reduction
in the mining revenue, it was ouly of a
temporary character, and was compen-
sated for by the working of the good mines.
He recommended the Government not to
move in any direction for reducing ex-
penditure at the present time.

Mzr. SIMPSON congratulated the
Mines Department for the way in which
it had been adininistered. He would
never propose to place the funds of this
country into a channel that offered more
precarious returns than that of erecting
public batteries. He would favour giving
subsidies. There was one feature he
would like to suggest to the Government,
and it was that the Government would
have to take the responsibility for the re.
turns. Before the battery began to work,
it was always estimated that the stone
would go three or four ounces to the ton,
but as soon as the stamps began to fall, the

U the large mining
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return dwindled down to pennyweights.
There was another fealure in connection
with this: the Government certificates
given for trial crushings might be
used for Hotation purposes, unless the
whole thing was carefully watched. The
Premier had mentioned the water supply
on the fields, Of course that was an ex-
pensive item, and it was intimated that
the large scheme for supplying Coolgardie
with water would not be completed for
vours.  He Tad no hesitation in sav-
ing that during the time it took to con-
struct  these  waterworks, the cost of
bringing the ore for trinl crushing to the
coast or Northan wonld be reduced, and
it woulidl be less expensive to bring the
ore down Tiere than te have it crushed at
the public bhattervies. The erection of
these hatteries and a proper water supply
would rim into thousands of pounds, It
was not proposed to put the batteries in
centres, hut in out-
side places where the carringe would he
very high. lubowr searee, and material
would have to be imported.  He did not
wigsh to damp the enthusinsm of hon.
meibers, hut tle committee could not be
too caretul in safeguarding the interests
of the public. He wished to impress
upon the Premier the desirability of the
Minister of Mines holding a seat in that
House. He hoped the policy of the
Mices Department would net be to ham-
per the industrv by vexatious charges
aud regulations. He wished the wretched
red-tapeism that existed to be done away
with. In his opinion there was not a fee
in connection with the whole gold-mininyg
industry that was not too high, and would
not bear a good sound reduction. Some-
thing had been said about the prospecting
vote, and it was suggested that the
Minister should give a lump sum for
equipping parties to go out to prospect
new country. His opinion was that this
would be an absolute failure. He would
sooner see encouragement given to the
discoverer of new fields by rewurd. If a
man made a yood find, the Government
would benefit, and could afferd to give the
man a reward. It was to be regretted that
the Royal Commission on Mining had
not had an opportunity of reporting to
Parliament. He hoped hon. members
would bear in mnind that the gold-mining
industry would lenefit more by belng
lefi alone.  All over the world where the
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Government had kept away,
industry had dene well. He hoped to
gec the duy when annual conferences of
mining men would be held. The mining
estimate would receive no further criticism
from him.  Fe hoped that any Minister
who succeeded the present able occupant
of the oftice would administer the affairs
of the department with ability and
econony.

Mr, OATS said he was m sympathy
with what had been said in reference to
public batteries. He was very pleased to
hear the Premier say that the first thing
was to get water on the mines.  On look-
ing through the country he saw a great
number of batteries erected, which were
supposed to he making good returns, hut
they were not. To make a battery
a success, there must be plenty of stone
and witer and the mill must be kept
going. Bomething had been said about
the cost of crushing, and the Premier
thought the cost per ton would be about
30s. under favowauble conditions. The
cost of crushing at the Boulder was about
£] per ton, and coming nearer home the
cost of crushing at Fraser's battery,
Southern Cross, had been cut down as low
as 10s. w ton.  Thoe reason for this was
that the mills were constantly going. It
was no use having a battery running
occasionally : that wns not the way to
success. The Governmment must be very
cautious in spending this money on public
batteries. He was in fuvour of subsidies
mther than the erection of these bafteries.
He desived to help those who helped then-
selves, and although he was in favour of
erecting batteries, the best plun was to
help those who helped themselves, by sub-
sihies.  Let the Government put up
batteries thut would be a success.

Me. KINGSMILL : There was simply
one requisite to make the scheme of public
batteries a success, und that was the per-
sonmel of those appointed to carry out
the work. We must have trustworthy
inspectors ; men who knew a mine when
they saw it, and who koew what payable
stone was, and how much there was avail-
able if they went down a mine. It was
important that there should he cupahle
and efficient anagers for these hatteries.
He had been running batteries for some
years, and he could informn the House
that it depended on how the battery was
run as to whether it would pay.  Ifa nan
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this 1 was given ever so good a plant, so long as

he did not understand his business, he
would not be able to make n success of it.
It wis hoped the CGovernment would not
pauperise the industry by crushing
stone for nothing. or at a loss. In
distriets langunishing for the want of a
hattery, mine owners were willing to pay
a fair amonnt for crushing.  In the case of
private enterprise people had to pay a high
price for proving the value of their mine,
That was quite practicable with regard
to places possessing railway communica-
tion and cheap carriage; but for outlying
districts it was altogether unworkable.
The fees charged by the Mines Department;
were giinply ridicnleus in comparison with
those charged in the other colonies. He
could also indorse the remarks of the
mwember for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson)
with regard to the prospecting vote. Tho
one stimulus necessary for good prospect-
ing was poverty. A man sent out with
mouney in his pocket and o luxurious
outfit had no inducement te prospect;
but when he lmew that unless he fonud
something he was absolutely bankrupt,
it became a cuse of “root log, or die”
Everyone knew that the best discoveries
ou our goldfields had been made by mmen
who wanted them most.

Mr. MORAN: The lust remark of the
hon. member for Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill}
had his entire sympathy. As far ns this
colony was concerned, the independent
prospector had found evervthing. Tn
Queensland and Victoria a few leads had
been discovered by Government prospec-
tors; but, throughout Australia, the old
fossicker was the man who had opened up
the goldfields. The Government did its
duty when it gave the miner such faeili-
ties in the way of railway communication,
water supply, and postal service, as had
been afforded here. He was altogether
opposed to pecuniary assistance to pros-
pectors. Such men would sinply pros-
pect around the nearest hotel, and, when
their money gave out, their pluck would
go with it. With regard to the Mines
Bill, it was too late to bring it before this
House, and it must be said that the
Mining Commission—without reflecting
on the estimable gentlemen who formed

. it—was a mistake from the commence-

ment, and could only wind up by telling
the members of this House things they
had learnt yewrs hefore.  The Mining Act
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of this colony required very little altera-
tion.

Mz, Morcans:
alteration.

Mr. MORAN: Possibly it might in
detail, but not as regards its general
principles. The Australian mining laws
had done as much for mining as had been
done by any (Govermment in the world.
Such mining laws as would be found in
some countries of which the member for
Coolgardic (Mr. Morgans) knew s0 much,
would never suit Ausgtralia. What would
be the result, for instance, if we were
to grant a fee simple of the leuses to
mining companies in this conntry # That,
after all, was the bone of contention. No
such law would ever be carried in this
House; for it would be fatal to legitimate
mining speculation. No one wanted to
treut foreigu capital harshly, and that cry
had died out. Men like Mr. Kauffman
came here and paid, perhaps, halt & million
for a mine, and were quite contented
with the laws of the colony. There
has been no imstance of a single unjust
act done hy any Austalian Govern-
ment to the British or foreign capitulist.
But, on the other hand, there were a
great many instances in which English
capital—and more especially that parti-
cular kind, yclept nominal capital-—had
almost ruined the country. This colony
had had a fair dose of that sort of
capitalist, who floated a company with a
nominal capital of £100,000 and sent out
£2.000 with which to work the mine.
The amount of actual capital invested
in Western Australia was so small, com-
pared with the nominal capital supposed
to be suuk in mining, that we ought
almost to be ashamed to admit that the
British press would misrepresent one of
their own dependencies as they had done.
It was claimed that two hundred millions
hac been invested here; but not more
than six millions had ever seen the shores
of the colony. A deputation had waited
on the Premier to ask that the spending
of a certain amount of money on a mine
should entitle the lessee to the fee simple
of the land; and it was claimed that
this system obtained in America. In
Americn, however, the Govermmment did
not build railways to the goldfields, nor
did they follow them up in any way to
the sane extent as was done in Australia.
It was a pity the Mining Commission had |

It needed o lot of
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ever been appointed. There were eleven
mining members in the House, and did
it require w Royal Conunission to tell
them how many men to the acre should
be put on? Not much harm, how-
ever, could be done between this and
next session.  He must warn the Govern-
ment not to be led away by every
distriet that sent in a request for o public
battery. In the first place, there should
be an output of at least tox. to the ton
before the battery was erected. The
second desideratum was u sufficient supply
of water; for, if the Dbattery, when once
erected, were stopped, the effect would e
to give the district o had name.  Agin,
in many cases it would be much better to
provide cyanide vats than batterics ; and
the Government might also find it advan-
tageons to collect ore near na railway
siding,  Again, there were large lakes—
at Broad Arrow, for instance—on the
banks of which reduction works could he
established. In some cases it might also
be advisable to subsidise private bat-
teries, a maximum price being fixed
for the crushing of ore. The indiscrimi-
nate working of mines on Sunday
wag ancther question which was agitating
the public mund, and public opinion was
decidedly against it. This evil ought to
be remedied by legislation. He congrat-
ulated the Government on their having
cut down their mining estimates, in somne
cases as much as 50 per cent. There was
no use living in a fool’s paradise. At the
samne time, 1t must be remembered that
the duties of Government officials on the
fields had not grown lghter. Mining
registrars, for instance, had even more
work to do mow than in the old days.
Leases were changing hands and shares
werg being registered; and the Govern-
ment, with commendable enterprise, were
providing even small fields with registrars
and other officers in order to facilitate
business.

M=r. MORGANS: The member for
Bast Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) was, as o
rule, well posted in figures; but his
memory had failed him somewhat in
reference to the supposed capitulisation
of English mining companies, when he
saidl that the nominal cupital of these
comncerns, n respect of mines in this
colony, was two hundred mniltlions.

Mr. Morax : Il was over £150,000,000
at any rate.
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Mr. MORGANS: According to the :

most reliable statistics obtainable, it did
not reach £70,000,000 up to the present
time. Comparing the nominal capital of
the mining companies in Western Aus-
tralia with those of the Rand, or any other
mining district in any part of the world,
the result had been generally favourable
to Western Australia. This was a grati-
fying fact. No one in the House had a
greater objection to floating “wild cats”
than he had; at the same time it wus
gratifying to know that, “ wild cats” not-
withstanding, the result had been so good.
The hon. member for Eaet Coclgardie had
endeavoured to impress upon the House
the absolute uselessness of the Mining
Commission. As a member of that Com-
mission, he (Mr. Morgans) might say he
did not object in the slightest to have the
hon, member's criticism of the work done
by the Commission. So far as he was
concerned, he felt it u great honour to be
a member of the Mining Commission,
and, so far as he was able to judge of the
work done by the Commission, they had
succeeded in obtaining a very large
amount of valuable information, which
would be embodied in a report and pre-
sented to Parliament for consideration.
The hon. member said that there were
eleven mining members in the House,
who could have given the Government all
the information necessary without the
intervention of this Commission. He en-
tirely disagreed with that hon. member.
The Conunission had called evidence—he
was prepared to admit that a great deal
of it was not of miuch value, but a large
amount of it had proved to be most valu-
able practical information ; and when the
hon. member for East Coolgardie was
given an opportunity of reading the re-
port of the Comunission, he would be the
first to admit that it was a valuable re-
port. The question had arisen as to the
prospecting vote. He had no sympathy
with the prospecting vote; but for the
information of the Premier, and it might
bea surprise to hon. wembers to know this,
he had in his possession at the present
time, and he intended to present it to
Parliament at an early period, a petition

asking for £100,000 for a prospecting |

vote to sink deep shafis und prospect deep
veins at o certain depth from the surface.
He (Mr. Morgans) discluimed any desire
to introduce a system into this country
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through the mining laws for obtaining
the fee simple of a mine. He expressed
the belief, however, that if the system

. existed 1t would bhe far better for the

interests of the mining industry in this
country ; but he had vever expressed any
such opinion, nor did he believe any such
proposttion would commend itself to their
judgment, and he knew too much of the
world to get up in the House and propose
any scheme of the kind.  This colony had
made many prievous mistakes in follow-
ing too closely the laws of other colonies
in their legislation. He did not believe
that all the talent of the continent of Aus-
tralasia was to be found in the other
colonies, nor was the legislation framed by
the other ¢olonies so perfect that we should
follow it. As to the mining laws, this
colony had followed in the footsteps of
the others, and after he had examined the
mining laws of the other colonies he found
that this colony had followed the least
liberal of them all—Queensland. With
regard to New South Wales, he might
say that the very undesirable condition
of the mining laws in that colony had
been the means of destroying the mining
industry in that colony, and he did not
think it would be the desive of that
House to enact laws which would have
the effect of damaging the interests or
deterring the inflow of capital from foreign
countries. In Queensland they had an
abundant supply of water, and the water
question on the goldfields of Western
Australia was the one which had involved
the great mining industry in a serious
difficulty. On the question of public
batteries, he desired to indorse all
that had been said by the hon. mem-
ber for Central Murchison and others.
The Government must exercise the
greatest possible care in the expenditure
on these batteries, the erection of which
was the desire of the workers on the
fields. Miners no doubt had a right to
expect that the Government would erect
hatteries for them. These batteries
should be looked upon as an experiment,
and the Government should try it as

such. If the Government went on the
lines suggested and disappointment
resulted, it could not be said that

Parliament had not given proper con-
sideration to all the points rised in con-
nection with the matter.  Of all the

. difficult points surrounding the question,
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the most difticnlt would he to seleet the
sifes for these batteries. 1In the first

place, the Government would find itself

swrounded by demands, reasonable and
unreasonable, and it would be difficult for
the Governmeni to select sites in
the right places to suit the cunvenicnce

of the greatest number. There was
one  point in  connection with this,

and  that was the settlement of the
important question of finding water to
supply the batteries. He (Mr. Morgans)
could point ont to the Government a
dozen spots where batteries could be
erected as an experiment, and under
ordinary circumstances would pay their
expenses. But in not one instance in the
dozen was there a supply of water. One
of the first steps the Government should
take was to investigate the water question.
It was 1o good putbing up batteries unless
a supply of water was assured. Another
question was the kind of reduction plant
the Government should erect on the
fields in connection with these batteries.
The mode of extraction was another
important point which should be taken
into account; and also the desirability
of erecting cyaniding plants with the
batteries.  Public batteries in the
hands of private persons were dangerous,
but in the hands of the Government the
responsibility was greater; though that
was no reason why it should deter the
Govermment from making the experiment.
Although he was alive to the difficulties
which surrounded the erection of these
hatteries, he said to the Government, erect
the batteries and make the experiment.
The Government should erect, in connec-
tion with these batteries, a small cyanid-
ing plant. If a 10-stamp battery, which
could crush two-and-a-half tons per
stamp per day, was erected, the Govern-
ment could put up a small cyraniding
plant to treat all the tailings from the
ore crushed by such a battery, for £800
to £1,000. If rebellious minerals were
et with, they could then be treated by
this cvaniding plant. The point had
been raised as to advertising the gold-
fields, and something might be done in
that divection. West Australiins had not
been backward in making lmown this
colony in London. Tt had been done
through the mediwn of the Chamber of
Mines and the statistical office.
could be done by pamphlets—descriptive
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of the poldfields, yiving the returns of the
gold---being 1ssued and scattered all over
the world. Many of the able iminds

i in the Government might suggest other

ways in which the advertising could be
done. The publication of the gold returns
which had been undertaken by the Govern-
wment, he knew from his correspondence
with London, had had good effect in the
metropolis of the world; and the Govern.
ment tmust aim at keeping the public
posted with these returns. He did not
think there was much to criticise in the
Estimates. They seemed fo be based on
the principle of economy yenerally.
Some of the salaries of the officials on the
goldfields were not so good as they might
be. The wardens on the goldfields had
tremendous  responsibilities on  their
shoulders, and they had an encrmous
amount of work to do; and he thought
the Government might well reconsider the
question of these officials’ salaries next
session, aud also the salaries of the other
officials who were employed on the gold-
fields.

Mr. KINGSMILYL : The Government
in taking in hand the erection of public
batieries were energetically working, and
would confer a great benefit on the gold
mining industry, which would he felt
throughout the length and breadth of the
colony, and would inaterially assist in
making the industry the great value it
was capable of being to the celony. The
assistance which the erection of batteries
would be to the prospectors wonld un-
doubtedly be highly appreciated, and
would enable them to work at a profit
their own properties. It had been said
that the inining revenue had heen decreas-
ing in the face of an increase m expen-
diture. He thought these increases in
expenditure would, in all probability,
have the result of their materially increas-
ing the revenue. Although many mining
leases were taken up for speculative and
gambling purposes, it was a well-known
fact that many good leases were aban-
doned by prospectors because they had not
the means of extracting the gold. With
many mines transit was avery big item, and
goldfields lying to the north of Menzies
and southward would greatly benefit from
the public batteries. It would give an
opportunity at once of obtaining the gold,
and for men working their own leases;
and this should be the main object that
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every mun who had the mining industry
ab heart should have in view. It was by
this means that the colony of Western
Australia would mostly benefit. The
necessity for caution in the erection of
public Datteries had not heenm over
estimated ; still, there was more to besaid
in their favowr in Western Australia
than in any other country, hecanse gold
mining was our national industry. Most
people would be in favour of subsidising
private batteries, where practicable; but
the success of the experiment would
largely depend upon the inspectors chosen
to decide where crushers should be erectecl.
He hoped that no such proposal as that
of handing over auriferous country in fee
simple to syndicates would ever be sanc-
tioned by Parliament. Why should we
alienabe our greatest source of wealth and
prosperity 7 The salaries of some of the
wardens were very small in proportion to
the cost of living on the fields. He
hoped increases would be granted next
gession.

Mr. KENNY: It wasin the interest
of the independent prospector that
public batteries were asked for. The ex-
periment. might be risky in some places,
but there could be no risk at Toganawra
and Peak Hill, where there was a large
quantity of stone at grass and a plentiful
supply of water; and it was only neces-
sary to supply crushing power to bring
that portion of the fields into prominence.
Much had been made of the objection
that the Guvernment would be interfering
with private enterprise; but there were
“ fashionable localities” in the mining dis-
tricts, as elsewhere, and this part of the
fields was not so fashionable as others,
and, therefore, required encouragement.
Evervone must regret the large sums of
money which left this colony to pay
dividends to English companies—not
that those companies were not entitled
to dividends, but it would be far hetter
to keep the money in the country.
It was only some few months ago that
after years of prospecting some very rich
stone was struck 25 mines south of Peak
Hill, near the Horse Shoe. That was the
second spot where he would advocate the
erection of a public battery. The water
question had not heen quite solved at
present. They had only sunk to a certain
depth. It was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to put down a bore, and he had
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not the slightest doubt that a large supply
of water would be met with. This was
not the only colony that was helping on
the mining industry. Victoria had set
us a splendid example. Not only were
they erecting public batteries in that
colony, but they were giving bonuses
for deep sinking and for prospecting,
and they were spending large sums
of money for the encouragement of
the industry. The Queensland Govern-
ment, during the last twelve months, had
expended over £100,000 in the purchase
of crushing machinery for the sugar
plantations. Sugar rose and fell in the
market. It might be commanding a very
fair price this month, but nobody could tell
what the price would be twelve months
hence. That was not the case with gold.
A soverign was o sovereign all the year
round. He looked upon the expenditure
of this £30,000 as purely an experiment
which he was confident would turn out
satisfactorily. Hewas sure thatif it were
expended wisely and well, as he believed
it would be, the Government would never
regret baving placed it on the Esti-
mates.

Me. A. FORREST: It had been suid
that the erection of public batteries by
the Government would do an immense
amount of good. Heagreed with that to
a certain extent, but he was afraid they
would not accomplish quite so much as
wag expected of them. A public battery
had been erected at Southern Cross to
crush stone at £1 a ton, and they were
not able to get any to crush. At Nan-
nine there had been a battery for a long
time, which had been ready during
the last two years to crush stone ata
very cheap rate, but they had met with
only a certain amount of suceess. There
were also public batteries at Kalgoorlie,
Cue, and other parts, ready to crush the
stone. They were charging enormous
rates in some places, but in Niagara there
was a public company with a large amount
of capital which he had the honour to
represent in London, which was putting
up 30 head of stamps. He did not
think the Government would be able to
erush at much less than 30s. a ton. The
greatest care should be exercised in deter-
mining the localities where the hatteries
were to be erected. If the Government
were going to enter into competition with
private enterprise and erect batteries in
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places which were already sufficiently

provided with them, they would not confer | for that purpose.

the immense benefit. on the conntry that
was expected. If the Government in-
tended to erect a public battery at Kal-
goorlie or Coolgardie, where there were
already a number of batteries, hoth public
and private, they would not be meeting a
want.

A Memper: Nobody wanted the
Government to do that.

Mr. A. FORREST: It was only in
outside places where these public batteries
would be a public benefit. He repre-
sented & company which had put up a
battery at o cost of £24,000. Ti the
Government proposed to put up a hattery
there it would not pay. There were many
places where the erection of public
batteries would not do any good ab all.
Unless the Government took the greatest
care not to compete with private enter-
prise, the experiment would be s total
failure. There was a public battery at
Menzies which crushed at a reasonable
rate,

Mk, Moran: £4 a ton!

Mr. A FORREST hoped no one would
have the impudence to charge so high o
price as that. He suggested one should
be erected at Broad Arrow.

A MemBeR: There were four already.

Mz. A. FORREST: If there were so
many, then they charged prohibitive rates.

Mg. Vosper : That was quite true.

Mz. A. FORREST : There were a laryge
number of mines at Klllll'l,lpl, and no
battery.

A Memser : There was one there.

Mr. FORREST: The success of the
experiment would depend entirely on how
the money was applied. Batteries were
not required at Southern Cross, Nannine,
Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie and other centres;
and if the Government erected any there,
private enterprise would bring the price
down to that charged by the Government,
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and the result would be a total failure to |

the Government. He would rather leave
the decision of the question where these
public batteries should be erected, with
the wardens on the fields.

Mr. Morax: What did they lmow
about it ¥
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Mr. Morax: A wurden was not there

What did the warden
at Kalgoorlie know about a mine?

Me."A. FORREST: Just as much as
the hon. member, or as any other hon.
member. The warden was o man of
common sense. He (Mr. Forrest)
tended to support the vote, but the ofticers
connected with the Mines Department
should exercise the greatest possible care
in selecting the places for the erection of
the batteres, because if the experiment
proved a failure, hon. members would be
the first to cry out and say that the
batteries were not necessary.

Mr. WILSON protested against this
item of £30,000 being spent for the
erection of public butteries. He wished it
to be clearly understood that he was not
opposed to the erection of public batteries
on the fields, but to the erection of
butteries by the Government vut of public
funds. The money would be much better
expended in granting subsidies to private
people to erect the batteries where they
were required. It had been admitted hy
every member that this was merely un
experiment, and that the Government
would have to cxercise greant care, and

. extra caution would have to be displaved

i selecting managers for these batteries,
and in choosing sites. Water must. first be
discovered in large quantities, and cyanide
plants or chlorination plants must be
erected, before public batteries would
be a suceess in the slighfest degree.
It had further heen admitied that pul)hb
batteries as a tule had not paid. What
encouragement had this Parliament or
the Government to spend £30,000 for
erecting works which were dn.ugeroufa and
only an experiment fo begin with?  His
experience of speculative works was that,
when they were erected, the real trouble
only began. The cost of the erection
was poss:ibly the smallest expense the
Govermmnent would have to face. Then
there were the maintenance of the works

_ and the running of the batteries, and pro-

© posal.

Mz. A. FORREST: If a warden did :

not know, he would not be fit to bold his
position, and the sooner he was got rid of
the hetter.

bally mlbm.m.wement He saw nothing
but trouble as the outcome of the pro-
Hon. members in favour of this
vote said that these batteries should not
be erected in settled districts where the
mines were producing large quantities of
ore and where batteries had already
been erected ; but the Government

. 1must assure themselves that they had a
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large supply of ore to keep the batteries
working night and day, week in week out,

for years to come, or the works would not

be successful. This £30,000 would run
mte hundreds of thousands before the
experiment of public batteries had been
proved. If the Government were only to
erect batteries in such districts where u
sufticient quantity of ore was assured, then
private enterprise would erect i battery.
If the Government would grant a subsidy

first 1,000 tons crushed, the Government

would get the butteries erected that were |
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only be spent in the erection of butteries.
The committee should leave it to the dis-
cretion of the Government to expend the
money either in the erection of public
botteries, or assisting the erection of
public batteries. or ussisting some other
method of gold extraction. The Minister
of Mines shounld vot be tied down to
the erection of public batteries. He
tovk it thut this was another form of

©encouraging pioneering, but the com-
to be paid at so much per ton for the -

required. If private enterprise did not .

respond, then he would consider the ad-
visability of supporting a vote of this
description. There would be a serious
danger in reference to the certificates
issued. The Government would be bound
to give a battery certificate, which would
be used for the purpose of fleating a
mine.

A MemBiEr: The certificate would not
say where the stone came from.

Mr. WILSON moved, as an amend-
ment, that before  public batteries ™ the
words ““subsidies for encouraging the
erection of ” be inserted.

Tae CHATRMAN said he could not
accept the amendment.

Mr. WILSON: Then he would move
that the item be struck out.

Mr. LEAKE: There was a diversity
of opinion even amongst those who repre-
sented the goldfields.

Mg. Morax: Not a bit.

Mz. Vosper: Ouly in detail.

Mr. LEAKE hoped those
bers who were at variance amongst them-
selves would not think he was captious
in the remarks he was about to make. Tt
was his intention to support the amend-
ment of the member for the Canning. In
doing this he did not desire to aim a blow
at the goldfields, nor did he desire to
check the attempt to develop the gold-
fields: it was a question only of method.

mem-

The Government, in placing a sum on the

Estimates for the erection of public

batteries, thought they were doing the .

best thing for the development of
the goldfields ; but after having listened
to the discussion, he (Mr. Leake) was
convinced that this was not the best
way to develop the industry, nor was it
the ouly way. TC the comnmittes passed

the vote as it stood, the £30,000 could

mittee shounld not bind the Minister to
one method. A majority of members
were more W favour of the bonus system
than the system proposed. No less an
authority than the hon. member for Yil-
garn (Mr. Oats) bad expressed himself
m favour of the bonus system. Ifa bonus
were given towards the erection of private
batteries, and 2 fixed maximum charge
for the treatment of stone made, a great
deal of good would be done. There were
very few centres with a battery which would
not crush for the public at the present
time. He was very much struck by a ze-
mark made by the hon. member for the
Canning, that if the Government under-
took this work it would, of course, clash
with private enterprise, and further
would be an extra charge on the revenue.
These public batteries must be managed
and attended to by expert people, and
could not be worked as economically as
private batteries. Small purcels of stuft
would have to be put through separately,
and after each erushing there must be a
cleaning up; consequently the up-keep
would cause additional expense.

Me. GrEsORY: Charge extra for small
parcels.

Mgr. LEAKE : That could be done, of
course, but when a matter of this kind
was in the hands of the Government,
charges would have to be reduced to a
minimum. It was declared that there
should mot be public batteries wnless
they be made to pay; but these who
used the batteries would clamour for a
reduction of prices below a payable
amount. These were his reasons for
supporting the amendment. He did not
ask that this £30,000 should be removed
from the Estimates altogether, Lut that
the Government should reinstate the item
upon recommittal, and apprepriate it to
the general development of the goldfields.
He supported the mnendiment, prompted
by the most friendly feelings towards the
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gold-mining industry.  There were eleven
members for the goldfields in the House,
and only £30.000 for public batteries.
Each member would want two or three
batteries, and it would cost more than
£3,000 to erect and equip a battery.
Yilgarn, Coolgardie, Pilbarra, and other
districts would probably desive to have
public batteries erccted; and it would
relieve the Govermment of » great mnount
of respousibility, it discretion were left to
say whether the voie should e applied to
public batteries exclusively., or ad-
ministered in the development of the
yoldfields generally.

Tur Presier : The hon.
wanted to strike out the item.

Mr. LEAKE: No,; he did not want
to strike the item out.  If it were sbruck
out, it would be only on the understand-
ing that the Estimates were to be recom-
mitted, and the item reinstated under
a different heading.

Tue PREMIER: This matter was sur-
rounded with a good deal of dificulty,
and a good deal of risk, but the country
was in a way committed to public bat-
teries. The proposal had been received
with favour throughout the whole of the
woldfields. In the short session in August
last there was almost a chorus of opinion
that it was essential ihe Government
should keep their promise. Well, the
Govermment had kept their promise, and
now submitted the provision made on the
Estimates for that purposc. The Govern-
ment fully recognised the difficulties and
the burden which this proposal placed
upon them, because, as the hon. member
for the Canning had pointed out, it would
not be merely a matter of £380,000, but
of a very greal deal more. But that stage
had mow been passed, and everybody
connected with the gold industry was in
favour of the proposal. 1t would nel
do for the Government now to turn
round, and * jump Jim Crow” on a
public question of this kind. He had
been approached by the goldfields mem-
bers on the matter, and evervone of

meber
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them realised that the carrying out of -

the experiment was not all going to be
plain sailing—that public batteries would
not be a success unless very carefully
managed.  TF success were achieved, the

Grovernment would rejoice and probably .

gou further. He had consulted with the
golilfields members, and they seened to
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think it advisable to widen the vote a
little hit, so as to give the Government
more discretion. So far as he was con-
cerued, he did pot want too much dis-
cretion, because discretion meant re-
sponsibility ; ot the same time he did not
want to bind lumself down to public
Datteries, and nothing else. It niight be
more economical to encourage private
enterprise in certain cuses in the erection
of batteries; and it had Jeen suggested
that if Le were to add ** und subsidies and
loaus iu aid of" after the word * public
batteries,”” that would give the Govern-
went an opportunity to assist persons
who were ready fo engage in the work.
In the Pilburra district, years ago, over-
tures of this kind were made to the
Government ; and now, looking back
to that time. he thonght the request
then made ought not to have heen refused.
The people were willing to erect a bat-
tery there, and take a ygood deal of
respousibility, if the Government would
assist them with a certain amount, which
they offered to repay in time. But that
overture from Pilbarra was refused, there
being ne vote for such an object. An
offer of that kind now would do a great
deal of good. He was much obliged to the
hon. member for the Canning for the way
in which he had dealt with this question
from a business and commercial point of
view. But after all, under existing con-
ditions, the Government could atford to
look at this matter, not altogether from
a commercial point of view, but rather
fromn an experimental point of view. The
prosperity of the country wus due to the
gold industry, and anything that could
be done should he done to encourage
persons to raise stone, and obtain gold
from it. Under the circumstances, even a
rash experiment would be justified. The
preposal, if carried out, would not ruin the
country ; and atany rate, if it was found the
step wasawronyg one, the Grovernment counld
stop. This was not an expenditure that
was to Dhe altogether unproductive. It
was better to keep faith with the people,
and spend the £30,000 now, rather than
to appear to hesitate about the matter.
He only hoped that good men would be
got to manage the Dbatteries; but the
object in view was warth all the risks that
would arise.

Mr. HUBBLE: Although not re-
cognised as a gollfields member, vet
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there was a gold-mine in his constituency,
and he took the same interest in the
welfare of the colony us any member
of the House.

Mgr. Ouowam: How many batteries
did the hon. member want ?

Mr. HUBBLE: Only one. He was
trying to flout & company in the district
to put up a battery for themselves, but if
it was not o success the Government would
have to be asked for assistance. He cer-
tainly approved of the vote as a stepin
the right direction towards opening up
the fields in outlying districts, where
there was plenty of labour, but unfortu-
nately no capital, to get the stone crushed.
The Government did not put up these
batteries with the idea of making a profit
out of them. If the interest on the
expenditure was returned in the same way
as on railways and other public works,
there would beevery reason to be satisfied.
If the expenditure of this £30,000
succeeded in opening up the goldfields to
any extent during the next six or twelve
months, it would mean the return of
many hundreds of thousands of pounds
to this colony. He should certainly vote
for the item, with the addition proposed
by the Premier.

Me. WILSON: While not begrudg-
ing the goldfields the sum of £30,000, Le
was afraid that the expenditure might
increase indefinitely, aud he had therefore
moved that the item be struek out, whick
motion he now begged to withdraw, as he
wag satisfied with the Premier’s sugges-
tion that discretionary powers be given
to the Government.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Tae PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words *“and subsidies and
loans in aid of ” be inserted after the word
“ batteries.” This only meant that the
Government could subsidise a public
battery, or lend money for the purpose of
erecting one, or erect a public baftery
itself.

Mgr. MORAN : If the Government took
that view of the matter, they would be
doing themselves an injustice. It ought
to be understood that, if they saw their
way to erect a public tramway at any
centre, they should be uble to do it.

Mr. MORGANS: The Premier wonid
be defeating the object he had in view,

unless he could alter the wording of the |
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being used for more purposes than the
mere erection or subsidising of public
batteries,

Tre Premier said he understood it
that way.

Mr. MORGANS said he was satisfiad.

Mr. GREGORY : A little time ago
the people of Yerilla collected £1,500 for
the purpose, and if the Government would
subsidise them to the extent of £1,000 it
would facilitate the object they had in
view,

Me. KINGSMILL asked if the vote
included every form of crushing and pro-
specting machinery.

Tue PREMIER said it included every-
thing that would erush the stone and get
the gold out of it, also any cyanide
process that would facilitate the extrac-
tion of gold.

Amendment (the Premier’s) put and
passed,

Other items agreed to, and the vote
put and passed.

Vore--Geological Swrveys, £5,499:

M=z, VOSPER said he would like to
urge upon the Government the necessity
for some systematic collection of the ores
of the colony, The geological staft wasa
very large one for a colony of so small
population, and it was decidedly qualified
to do this class of work. Among the
items was one of £200 put down fora
museum of practical geology. He hardly
knew whether this was sufficient. The
work of collecting ores from the different
parts of the colony was expensive. He
thought 1t onght to be at least £1,000.
Unless certain classes of ores were collected
at this stage of the colony’s history, we
should never have the opportunity of
collecting them. A few years ago sowme
extraordinary surface ores were found by
some private persons, who contributed
specimens free of charge to the Museum,
and but for their action the Govern-
ment would have had none. We were
working through the higher levels of
various complex ores, more or less
affected by the action of the atmosphere,
which brought about certain complex
chemical and mineralogical changes. All
the phenomena occurring in connection
with these alterations were of the utmost
value as clies and guides to future
development. If oxidised ores were
obtained such as appeared in the mines

amendment so as to permit of the vote | at Kalgeorlie—oxides of tellurium, for
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instance—it was a good indicufion that
there would be fellurides at w greater
depth.  Unless care were taken to pre-
serve some of Lhese ores, they would be
stoped out, and no trace of them would
be left. Even if other discoveries of the
class of ore to which he had referred were
made, there was no guarantee that the
conditions were similar. If the Govern-
ment. made a collection of these ores, they
would form a valuable reference library :
in fact, no library could give so much
information as a well arranged case of
mineral samples. If the Governmnent
intended to undertake the work of in-
stituting & museum of practical geclogy,
let it he done properly.  While
the CGovernment were cstablishing a
muscumn of this kind, let them make a
complete collection of all the various ores
of the colony, and it would pay the
Government in the long run. There was
no conntry in the world that presented
motre interesting features than Western
Australia, und the Govermnent should tuke
care that some memorial of each stage of
the colony’s progress was kept. If six
satples of each class of ore were taken
the Government would only require to
keep one, and the other five samples could
be sent, away to other museuns, and other
sumples would be sent luck in exchange.
He urged upon the Government. the abso-
lute necessity of incrensing the votesous to
do the work thoroughly : it would be an
important branch in the education of the
people. The Govermment had a chance of
doing @ work which no other colony
possessed. It was a peculiar fact that, in
the collection of ores which the Govern-
ment had, nearly all the goldfields of the
eolony were more or less represented,
except Kalgoorlie, the principal goldfield
of the colony. The fact was that the
people of Xalgoorlie had been so busy in
making money and doing other things,
that they had not thought of sending in
specimens to the Governnent.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) said he regretted he could
not promise to increase this estimate,
but he had mno doubt the Govern-
ment Geologist had asked for what he
requuired. The hou. member for North-
East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) would
note with pleasure that the Government
were doing more this vear than ever be-
fore in regard to the geological survey.
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Last year this work cost £1,000; this
yeur 16 wus esthnated to cost £5,099.
The country ought to be pgeologically
examined and mapped, and he hoped the
work would continue and he crowned with
success. A subslantial vote was contri-
buted to the Museum. The Government
had always been most anxious to have a
really good Museum in Perth, and had
taken so much responsibility on this
score as even to spend money without
authority. He would make a note of
what the hon. member for North-East
Coolgardie had said, and see wlether
anything could be doue to encowrage the
further equipment of the Musevwm. There
might be a difficuity at the post office in
getting specinmens franked through free,
but there was no doubt that any speci-
mens delivered to u warden or resideat
wagistrate would be forwarded to the
city free of charge. Should there be any
difficulty in this matter, he could easily
give a direction to have it remedied.

Mr. Simeson: Mine owners would
readily give specimens to the Government
Geologist.

Toe PREMIER: If that were so, the
Government would find means of transit.
The thanks of the committee were due to
the hon. member for North-East Cool-
gardie for calling attention to the matter.
It had always been the desire of the
Government to encourage in every way
the geologieal survey. Any money spent
on the geological examination of this
territory had repaid the country over and
over again, and the Government must
not rest satisfied until the whole of the
country had hbeen examined and mapped.

Mr. VOSPER: Prospectors could get
free assays made by Government officials,
and it would be a good idea to provide
that prospectors sending any stone for
assay should send duplicate specimens,
with the name of the district in which
these were found. In addition to that, the
assistant Government Geologist and other
oflicials could be instructed to hand to
the warden any specimens on which
they mightlay their hands.

Mr. LEAKE complimented the hon.
member for North-East Cuolgardie on the
suggestions he had made in connection
with the geological survey. He (M.
Leake) would like to ask the Premier
whether, in view of the proposed mining

_ exhibition at Coolgardie, steps woulld be
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taken to secure the specitens there shown,
with the ultimate idea of seuding them to
the forthcoming Paris exhibition.

Tre PREMIER: That was a very good
idea, which would not be lost sight of.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again. ’

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,
and read a fivst time,

AGRICULITURAL LANDS PURCHASE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL,
Introduced by the Prrmier, for the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, and read
a first tine.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Director of Public Works:
Correspondence re Drainage of Harvey
Agricultural Area.

ADJOURNMEN'.

The House adjourned at 1125 pan.
till the next Monday evening.

Legislutive Jssembly,
Monday, 13tk December, 1897.

Papers presepted—Question; Holidays of Locomotive
Employees—Question : Water Sellers ut Kaonownu
—Question : Referendnm nnd the Commonwenlth
Bill—Question ;: Labour Conditions in Lead, Tin and
Curper Mining—Question : Muil Contract, Enstern
Colouieg—DMotion ; Leuve of Absence -Public Edu.
cation Rill : first reading—Metropolitan Water-
works Act Awmendment Bill: first reading—Fire
Brijudes Act Amendment Bill: flrst veading--
Crown Tande Aet Amendment Bill: first readiug
—Roads and Streets Closure Bill: third reudiug
—Annunl Estimates: Postponement —Dog Act
Amendment Bill : consideration of Leyislative Coun-
¢il's Amendments: in committee -- Underground
Surveyors Bill: second readiug (moved)—Noxious
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Locomotive Kmployces.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Mz. Speaker: Report of Auditor
Gieneral, 1896-7.

By Tue ComMISSIONER OF RAILWATS:
Regulations of Government Railway
Service.

Ordered to lie on the table,

QUESTION—HOLIDAYS OF LOCOMO-
TIVE EMPLOYEES.
Mr. ILLINGWOQRTH, for Mr. Vosper,
in accordance with notice, asked the

- Commissioner of Railways:— 1, Whether

he was aware that since the present Loco-
motive Superintendent took oftice there
had been many changes made in reference
to the holidays ¢ ranted to men employed
under him. 2. Whether he wus aware
that four or five such alterations had
taken place during the period specified.
3. Whether it was true that Class TII
of these emplovees had had their holi-
days altered from 12 days annually to 7,
and that Her Majesty's birthduy and
Annjversary Day had been taken off the
list of paid holidays. 4. Whether the
Minister wus aware that serious dissatis-
faction existed in the Locomotive De-
partment in consequence of these changes.
5. Whether the Minister considered it
desirable to substitute a fixed system of

+ granting holidays, instead of leaving the

matter at the arbitrary dictation of an
officer,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
‘WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—:.

_ Shortly after the appointment of the pre-

Weeds Bill : in committee—Registration of Finwp

Bill ; in committee =Agricultural Bureau : Adoption
of Select Committee's Report—Municipal Institu.
tions Act Amendment Bill: in comnmnitiee --Excess
Bill : second readiog (moved) —Adjournmnent.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
7-30 o’clock, p.n,

PraYERS.

sent Locomotive Superintendent, the pre-
sent regulations governing leaveof absence
came into force, viz., on 20th August,
1896 (wide copy attuched). 2. No altera-
tions have since taken place, excepting that
as regards the Locomotive Workshops
staft, 1t was found more convenient that
leave Le taken by al' emplovees at the
same time, viz., nine working davs from
and inciuding the 253th December. 3.
Under the previous regulations, 14 days’
leave was authorised, but in the revised
regulations employees under Class 1IT. are
only allowed six days’ holiday, and Christ-
mas Day and Good Friday. They arealso
granted a free pass over the ralway for
themselves and families. 4. I am not
uware of any dissatisfaction, as no com-
plaints have been received from any of the
employees. 5. Asalready stated, holidays



